
Travel guide from a perspective of the residents of New Belgrade
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          “Nothing is changed in my everyday life, but I feel that 

the environment changed, the state is organized like a nation. 

Today you have to earn money for yourself. It wasn’t like this 

before: seven years ago you shouldn’t pay for the public 

service, for example bus service.

… In Ex-Jugoslavia you weren’t supposed to pay for every 

thing, you worked and you were paid, but you had school for 

free, the best doctors for free, normal pensions, and you get 

your apartment or a plot of land for free from the state. Now 

the situation is so different!”
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PRIVATE AND PUBLIC

          “It’s difficult to say if the 

buildings were build with an 

urban plan, because there was an 

original plan, that changes every 

10 years; in fifteen years I had the 

occasion to see 4 general plans, 

but after those, there was a period 

without law, when people took 

THE HOLDINGS

the permission to do what they wanted. Now it is a little bitNow it is a little bit  

different, there is a general plan, with limit…

… Now, in my opinion the power is symbolized by money. 

The law isn’t important, everything is left to the money power. 

They just buy some territories and …maybe it’s good, maybe 

not…but… there are not rules, they change everyday! So 

many people build without permissions and then they give 

money one to another. And this is not good!”



           “About the holding buildings,

         well, I’m 

an architect so, I think I’ve looked at them like ‘how did they 

do this gru?’, I think about materialization and I think about 

the way they did the roof or which material they used and 

since I have fun with this representation, issues, like, what 

          “I hope these corporations will do something for the 

neighborhoods, I don’t think about money, not only money, they 

have to try to respect the residents. –––– I think that they could do 

something for children, or for older people, they could organize the 

sport events for children’s schools and support it and which is at 

the same time a commercial for them, it’s like a partnership, this 

kind of stuff, I think it should be like obligatory for them and it’s not 
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THE NEW BUISNESS AREA 

like against… I don’t 

think it’s like give money, 

but they should just be 

aware that they’re not 

these special giants in 

the neighborhood, and 

maybe they could open 

their nice glass buildings 

to the people from the 

neighborhood, they’ll really 

see that some ordinary 

people work inside, not 

only people from the 

commercials.”
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are they trying to tell us? –––– I usually have fun with these 

buildings, I don’t take them so seriously, you know, I don’t 

think there is a huge treats, something you are pride of, I don’t 

think they are so serious and so important, I also thing that, 

all this luxury they are trying to show… I always thing “oh, are 

they offering enough fresh air for people inside or is it warm 

enough or is the cooling system working?”, so, from my point 

of you, who work there should ask the maximum from these 

buildings, I mean, they are selling them ‘good quality and 

special things’, and to work there, you have to be very proud 

of working in that building or somewhere else and they should 

really make the conditions… that is what I always thing about, 

are they really offering the real thing? And I always have fun 

with this billboards and signs and corporate’s identity.
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          It’s like a scenography and 

you can decide to take it serious 

and really like to put all your 

hopes into it, like that your life 

would be much better if you have 

these wonderful stuff around, it 

might be comfortable, it might 

be nice, but I mean you should 

take care that, if you go really 

depth, you might be disappoint-

ed, all this luxury surfaces might 



NEW BELGRADE

The building of the Federal Executive Council 1947

NEW BELGRADE

The Plan of New Belgrade of 1962

New Belgrade is a modern city, built in the second half of the 
twentieth century, on the marshy plain  ordered by the rivers Sava 
and Danube, stretching between the historical cities of Zemun 
and Belgrade.[1] The terrain of this modern development, most 
dramatically beheld from the position of the ancient Belgrade 
fortress, served for centuries as a no-man’s-land between the 
borders of the two empires, the Ottoman and the Austrian/Austro-
Hungarian.[2] Devoid of any urban structure, it fulfilled the function 
of a cordon sanitaire, observed and controlled as no-connection-
zone between the Orient, where Belgrade, as it were, marked its 
end point, and the Occident, of which Zemun was the, first, even if 
modest and marginal, port of call. In the short period between the 
World Wars, with the unification of the Kingdom of Serbs Croats 
and Slovenes/Yugoslavia, when the river Sava ceased being a 
state border, various planning strategies for the urbanization of 
this terrain were elaborated. Common denominator of all of these, 
otherwise widely divergent strategies was that they primarily 
envisaged the new development on this site as an expansion of, 
already uncontrollably sprawling, city of Belgrade. When the actual 
construction began in 1948, albeit in the changed socio-political 
conditions after the Second World War, the new city was conceived 
upon totally different premises. Most significantly, New Belgrade 
carried a potent symbolic function of being conceived as a new 
capital city of the new Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia.

New Belgrade:

THE CAPITAL OF 

NO-CITY’SLAND

Ljiljana Blagojevic
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